
 

 

 

Sounds-Write at Bankside Primary School 

What is Sounds-Write?  

Sounds-Write is based on educational and cognitive research. It uses a multisensory 

approach to ensure all children achieve. The 4 key concepts that children need to learn are: 

1) Letters are symbols (spellings) that represent sounds 

2) A sounds may be spelled with 1, 2, 3 or 4 letters.  

eg. sat, fish, night weight 

3) The same sounds can be spelled in more than 1 way.  

eg. rain, day, game, break 

4) Many spellings can represent more than 1 sound 

Eg, head, seat, great 

What will my child learn?  

In Reception, children are taught the ‘Initial Code’. 



 

In Years 1, 2 and 3 children are taught the ‘Extended Code’.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Saying the sounds  
We want your child to learn that letters are symbols that represent sounds.  

When they see the letters < m > < a > < t >, we want them to say and hear the sounds /m/ 

/a/ /t/ and then blend those sounds to say and hear the word ‘mat’.  

Your child needs to say the sounds aloud and listen to hear the word.  

They need to learn to say the sounds very carefully – this means saying /m/ and not ‘muh’ 

when they see the spelling < m >.  

You can help your child by modelling the correct way to say the sounds. You may want to 

watch this video to see how your child will be learning to say the sounds: 

Alex saying the sounds Sounds-Write Initial Code (youtube.com) 

 

Reading Books 

 

 

 

 

Every child reads to an adult at least twice a week in school. The book they have read will 

come home once they have mastered it – so they can share their reading with you. 

All class teachers will ensure that children are reading books appropriate to their reading 

ability. In general, these books will contain sounds from 2-3 units behind what is currently 

taught in class, this is so our children embed their phonics knowledge and become life-long 

readers 

Reading with your child  

When you are sharing a book with your child, do all of the things you would usually do when 

reading for enjoyment: 

 talk about the story 

 discuss the characters 

 predict what is going to happen next 

Supporting your child with reading practice is the best way to help them learn and grow in 

confidence as a reader.  

Encourage your child to say the sounds and listen for the word when they are reading these 

books.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8ZMfYjdN-s


If your child needs some help when they are reading you can:  

• Encourage them to use their finger under the word from left to right.  

• Ask them to 'say the sounds and read the word'.  

• Tell them to 'listen' for the word as they say the sounds.  

• If they need more help, tell them the sounds in the word and ask them to listen and blend 

them to say the whole word 

A free course for parents/carers  

We encourage all parents/carers to access the free Sounds-Write online course so that they 

are well informed about how best to support their children with reading and spelling at 

home.  

Please visit: https://sounds-write.co.uk/support-for-parents-and-carers/ for more 

information.  

 

If you have any questions about reading and spelling, please do not hesitate to speak with 

your child’s class teacher. 


